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Pacific Rim Technologies Shuffle Cradle 	 A-
Power Support Metal Gear Stand		  A-
Thought Out iPed 2 Adjustable Stand 	 A-
Apple iPhone Dock			   B+
Apple iPhone Dual Dock		  B+
Apple iPhone 3G Dock 		  B+
Apple iPod AV Connection Kit		  B+
Apple Universal Dock (2005)		  B+
Belkin Hi-Speed USB 2.0 4-Port Hub 	 B+
Dexim AV Dock Station with Remote Control	B+
Griffin PowerDock 2 Charging Station 	 B+
Just Mobile Xtand for iPhone (Original)	 B+
Just Mobile Xtand for iPod touch 1G + 2G	 B+
Kensington Entertainment Dock 500	 B+
Keyspan TuneView for iPod		  B+
Medicom iKub Stand for iPod		  B+
ModPod  				    B+
Power Support Swivel Fix Stand		  B+
Sonance iPort In-Wall Docking System	 B+
SwitchEasy KuroDock & Power Adapter	 B+
Thought Out iPed Shuffle Dock 		  B+
Apple Dock (for Dock Connector iPods)	 B
Apple iPod AV Connection Kit		  B
Apple iPod nano Dock			  B
Apple iPod nano Dock 2G		  B
Apple iPod shuffle Dock		  B
Atech Flash iDuo			   B
Bubble Design Habitat  		  B
Belkin Power Dock			   B
Belkin Power Dock AV			   B
Belkin TuneCommand AV for iPod		 B
Dexim Dual Dock Charger for iPhone/iPod	 B
Dexim MHub Dock Station for iPhone/iPod	 B
DLO Flexible Dock for iPod shuffle 	 B
DLO HomeDock for iPod 		  B
DLO HomeDock Deluxe for iPod		  B
DLO HomeDock Deluxe for iPod (2007)	 B
Griffin Technology TuneCenter (no Wi-Fi)	 B
Griffin AirCurve iPhone Sound Amplifier	 B
Konnet iCrado + ReflexDock		  B
Logic3 Pro-Dock Charge Dock with TV Port	 B
Marware USB Travel Dock for shuffle (2G)	 B
Pacific Rim Technologies iCradle		  B
Papadakis Technologies Soaripod 		 B
Pivotal Podium for iPhone 3G + iPod touch	 B
PlasticSmith tux upright Stand for iPod 	 B
PodHolder				   B
PodStand				    B
Pressure Drop DecoDock for iPod shuffle 	 B
Speck Products Shuffle Dock 		  B
Thought Out Naja Flexible for iPod nano 3G 	 B
Westshore Craftworks iDockCover		 B
Xitel HiFi-Link for iPod nano		  B
Alive Style PopAlive Remote and Dock	 B-
Belkin TuneSync Dock and USB Hub	 B-
Cy-Fi Wireless Sports Speaker for iPod	 B-
DVBaseLtd DVBase			   B-
Incipio IncipioHitch USB Adapter nano 2G	 B-
JP’s/Pods Plus Charger/Hotsync shuffle	 B-
Pacific Rim Tech. nano iCradle		  B-
PlasticSmith tux tlt Stand for iPod 		 B-
SwitchEasy PivotDock for iPod shuffle 	 B/B-
Dexim Shu-Lip for iPod shuffle 3G		 B-
Thought Out iPed			   B-
Thought Out Ped3 Rotating Stand for iPhone B-
Xitel HiFi-Link for iPod			   B-
XtremeMac MicroPack Portable Dock 	 B-

Artwizz GrandStand for iPhone		  C+
blueLounge The Sanctuary		  C+
GINI Systems iConec iPod Dock		  C+
Power Support Metal Gear Simple Stand	 C+
Razer Pro|Type Keyboard with iPod Dock 	 C+
Apple Universal Dock (2007)		  C
BookEndz iPodDock  			   C
DLO USB Dock Cable for iPod shuffle 	 C
iPodCradle				   C
JP’s/Pods Plus Dock with Video Out 	 C
Silex Technology wiDock Wireless Dock 	 C
Tekkeon NavDock with On-TV Navigation	 C
DLO HomeDock HD Entertainment Dock 	 C-

Stickers, Guards, and Film		                  
Frontfield iPoDonut Wheel Protector	 A-
FullBodyFilms Protection Pack for iPhone 3G 	 A-
FullBodyFilms Protection Pack for iPod touch  A-
InvisibleShield Full for iPod 5G		  A-
InvisibleShield Full for iPod nano		  A-
InvisibleShield Full for iPod nano 2G	 A-
iSkin Wheel Cap			   A-
NLU Products BodyGuardz for iPhone 3G 	 A-
NLU Products BodyGuardz for iPod nano 4G 	 A-
Power Support Crystal Film Screen Prot. 4G	 A-
Power Support 3D Wheel Film 4G		 A-
Tunewear Poptune for iPod shuffle 	 A-
United SGP Corp. SGP Shields for touch 2G 	 A-
JAVOScreen			   B+
NLU BodyGuardz for iPod 5G		  B+
NLU Products BodyGuardz for iPod touch 2G 	B+
Power Support Anti-Glare for iPhone 3G 	 B+
Power Support Anti-Glare Film for touch 	 B+
Power Support Crystal Film for iPhone 3G 	 B+
Power Support Crystal Film for iPod nano 	 B+
Power Support Crystal Film for iPod 5G	 B+
Power Support Crystal Film for iPod touch 	 B+
United SGP Corp. SGP Shield for iPhone 3G 	 B+
United SGP Corp. SGP Shields for nano 4G 	 B+ 
ZAGG InvisibleShield for iPhone 3G 	 B+
Case-Mate Clear Armor for iPhone 	 B
Hewlett-Packard Printable Tattoos		 B
MacSkinz Podskinz			   B
Moshi iGlaze nano			   B
NLU Products BodyGuardz for iPod classic 	 B
NLU Products BodyGuardz for nano 3G	 B
Power Support Wheel Film		  B
Shufflesome Stickers for iPod shuffle 	 B
Tatuz International Tatuz for iPod shuffle 	 B
Tunewear Poptune for iPod nano		  B
Mobile Juice Shuffle Art 		  B-
Moshi/Aevoe iGlaze video		  B-
RadTech Portectorz for Dock Connector	 B-
Tunewear Poptune Stickers for iPod mini	 B-
SkinEFX iPod Stickers			   C+
Capdase SkinGuard Stickers for shuffle	 C

Wearable Video Displays		                          
MicroOptical myVu for iPod		  B+
Myvu Crystal 701 iPod Edition		  B+
Icuiti iWear for iPod			   B
Myvu Corp. myvu Universal Edition 	 B
Myvu Personal Media Viewer Solo Plus 	 B
Carl Zeiss Cinemizer 			   B-
Myvu Shades 301 iPod Edition		  C+
ezGear ezVision Video i-Wear		  C

What’s The Difference 
Between iPod and 
iPhone Accessories?
Accessories developed prior 
to 2007 were designed solely 
to be compatible with Apple’s 
iPod family, and developers 
struggled to produce truly 
iPhone-compatible add-ons 
starting in late 2007 and 
continuing through 2009. Any 
electronic accessory that 
doesn’t specifically mention 
the iPhone on its packaging, 
including headphones, 
speakers, docks, and 
chargers, may not work 100% 
perfectly with iPhone models. 
Our full reviews explain 
the issues, including “nag 
screens,” audio interference, 
and charging problems.

How Do I Know Which 
Earphone or Speaker 
Will Sound Best To Me?
Our reviews strive to provide 
clear information as to how 
earphones and speakers 
sound by comparison with 
same-MSRP, reference-model 
peers, and it can safely be 
assumed that a model that 
received an A or B at a higher 
price offers superior sound 
quality in the aggregate 
than one with the same 
rating at a lower original 
price, or a lower rating at the 
same original price. There 
are exceptions, however, 
including earphone models 
that are docked significantly 
for comfort, and speakers 
with lower ratings based 
on cosmetics or electronic 
issues; these adjustments 
are always noted in our full 
reviews. If you’re concerned 
about two models’ sound 
quality or overall match to 
your personal tastes, there’s 
only one way to be certain: try 
them yourself. Some stores 
keep samples on display; 
some online stores have test-
friendly return policies.



Have an older 
iPod or iPhone? 
Need help 
�nding its best 
accessories? 
Visit the iLounge Library:
Top picks from 2004-2009!
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 iLounge
Photo & Art Galleries

Art Contest
Design the Apple Tablet

Top Submissions

Our latest contest asked readers to submit 
designs for an Apple tablet device - what they 
thought the tablet should look like. We picked 
our three favorites and awarded over $1200 in 
prizes; the full entries are in iLounge’s Galleries.

MacTablet (top)
 Jesús Rodríguez Martín, Cádiz, Spain

Grand Prize: Ultimate Ears UE 4 Pro Earphones
+ One 8GB iPod touch 

MacBook Duo (bottom left)
Kane Yanagawa, Los Angeles, CA USA

Second Prize: Ultimate Ears UE 4 Pro Earphones

MacPod (bottom right)
Evert Yacid Rivas, La Paz, Bolivia

Third Prize: Ultimate Ears UE700 Earphones

SPONSORED BY
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Honorable Mentions
Here are just some of the other great entries 
- we strongly encourage readers to check out 
the full-sized entries, as they contain all sorts 
of smart ideas for charging and other features. 
Congratulations to the winners and thanks to all 
who entered the contest!
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iPhones Around the World +
 iPods Around the World

Photo Galleries

Ever since the iPhone 3G and 3GS went 
international, our galleries have filled up with 
photos of these new models. We continue to see 
plenty of iPods at exotic destinations, as well.

Asia/Pacific

Top: iPhone at Great Wall of China
Outside Beijing, China

Left: iPhone 3G at Tanah Lot
Bali, Indonesia

Right: iPod shuffle Looks at Aoraki Mt.Cook
New Zealand
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iPod classic at Citadel of Aleppo
Aleppo, Syria

Middle East/Africa

iPod classic at World Trade Centre
Manama, Bahrain

iPhone 3G at Windsurfing PWA Venue
Alaçati, Turkey

iPhone Near Lowest Part of the World
Petra, Jordan

iPod touch in Afghan Mountains
Fob Salerno, Afghanistan
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The Americas

Clockwise from Top Left:
iPhone at Lincoln Memorial
Washington, D.C., U.S.A.

iPhone/Palacio de los Lopez
Asuncion. Paraguay

Reflections by the Pool
Cancun, Mexico

iPhone at Carnival 2009
Trinidad & Tobago

iPhone at Half Moon Resort
Montego Bay, Jamaica
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Europe

Top: iPhone & The Worlds First Computer
Manchester, England, U.K.

Center: iPhone Overlooking Island of Vega
Brønnøysund, Norway

Bottom Left: iPhone 3G on Holiday
Hydra, Greece

Bottom Right: iPhone in the Gardens
Versailles, France
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2001-2009
iPod, iTunes + iPhone History

iTunes 1.0 for Mac 
After buying rights to an existing program called 

SoundJam MP from Casady & Greene, Apple 
introduces iTunes 1.0 for the Mac, a program that 

converts audio CDs into compressed digital audio 
files, organizes digital music libraries, and plays 

Internet radio. No PC version is planned.

January 9

iTunes 2.0 for Mac 
iTunes 2.0 is released for the Mac, adding iPod 

support, ID3 and metadata support, MP3 CD 
burning, and sound control features such as an 

equalizer and crossfading.

November 2

Months after iTunes appears, Apple 
unexpectedly announces the first iPod 
at a price of $399. Unlike most (but not 
all) competing digital audio players 
available at the time, Apple relies on a 
1.8” hard disk for storage instead of flash 
memory or interchangeable CDs, and 
uniquely focuses on promoting the small 
size, power, and ease of use of its device. 
The first iPod has a 5 Gigabyte storage 
capacity - enough for over 1,000 songs - 
and works only on Macs, using iTunes to 
convert and organize music. According to 
Apple, iPod development began only six 
months before its release. 

October 23

iPod (5GB) Announced

December 31, 2001

125,000 iPods Sold

November 10

The First iPod Ships

2001

iPod, iPhone + iTunes
History: 2001-2009
On October 23, 2001, Apple’s announcement of the original iPod set in 
motion a series of events that changed the music business - and eventually 
the phone and computer industries - in ways no one could have imagined. 
iPod, iTunes, and iPhone history is presented here in convenient timeline 
form, expanded with the last year’s key events.
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The 10GB iPod 
Now there’s a 
10GB iPod for 

$499. New iPods 
ship with the 

ability to display 
business card-like 

contacts - will 
this be an Apple 

PDA? At this time, 
the iPod is still a Mac-only product, but programs 

that let iPods work with PCs begin to trickle out.

March 20

iPod Goes PC, 20GB 
Apple releases PC-friendly iPods, replacing the old 

moving scroll wheel with a touch surface, adding a 
new $499 20GB version, and lowering old prices.

July 17

iTunes 3.0 for Mac, MusicMatch PC 
iTunes 3.0 is released for the Mac, adding 
support for Audible audio books, ratings, 
smart playlists and playlist import/export. 
To provide software for its new PC-ready 
iPods, released this day, Apple includes 
MusicMatch, another company’s program, 
which is adequate but not fantastic.
July 17

December 31, 2002

595,000 iPods Sold

iPod Limited Edition 
Apple unveils “limited edition iPods,” featuring the 

engraved signatures or logos of Madonna, Tony 
Hawk, Beck, or No Doubt for an additional $49. 

Thus, the company’s most expensive signed iPods 
now sell for a total price of $548.

December

October

Big Box Retailers Go iPod 
Best Buy, Target, and 
Dell are all selling 
iPods, with Dell 
eventually offering 
amazing discounts; 
competitors such as 
Creative try to squeeze 
2.5” hard disks into 
enclosures more like 
the iPod’s.

2002
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Microsoft Media2Go 
Microsoft announces the Media2Go audio/video 

concept, which by its late 2004 release is called 
“Portable Media Center” and deemed an “iPod killer.”

March

2003

June 19

Mac iTunes 4.0, iTunes Music Store 
iTunes 4.0 is released for the Mac, adding 
the AAC audio codec, support for DVD 
burners, networked music library sharing, 
and album artwork. Apple also launches 
the iTunes Music Store with 99 cent per 
track ($9.99 per album) pricing and a library 
of 200,000 songs. Unfortunately, neither 
iTunes nor the music store is available for 
PC users, who are becoming a larger part of 
Apple’s iPod business. By the end of its first 
week, the Store has sold 1 million songs.

April 28

December 31, 2003

2,046,000 iPods Sold

iTunes 4.1 for Mac/PC 
Apple releases both iTunes 4.1 and the 
iTunes Music Store (iTMS) for U.S.-based 
PC users, phasing out support for the less 
popular MusicMatch PC software in the 
process.

October 16

iPod Gets USB 2.0 
Apple releases USB 2.0 compatible cables and 

drivers for the new iPods, dramatically expanding 
the number of PC users who can use them with their 

FireWire-less machines.

April 28

Third-Gen iPods 
Apple releases new iPods that 

are even thinner and smaller 
than before, feature a bottom 

Dock Connector port rather 
than a top-mounted FireWire 
port, and have entirely touch 

sensitive controls. The new 
“third-generation” iPods have 

higher capacities than 2G 
iPods offered for the same prices: now 10GB 

(2,000 songs) is $299, 15GB (3,700 songs) is 
$399 and 30GB (7,500 songs) is $499. All the 
new iPods now work on either Macs or PCs. 

3G iPod Update 
Four months after the new iPod’s release, a 
20GB (5,000 song) model replaces the 15GB 
version at $399, and a 40GB (10,000 song) 
model replaces the 30GB version for $499. 
Sales are brisk.

October 16

Now the iPod Records 
Belkin and Apple co-announce the first voice 

recorder and digital photo transfer add-ons for the 
third-generation iPod.

September 8
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February-March

iPod mini Ships, Sells Out, Delays 
Proving the critics wrong, long lines form for 

the small, colored iPod minis, which is quickly 
considered the ideal purse and bag-ready iPod. 
Sales are so strong and parts are so scarce that 

Apple delays the international launch until July.

iPod mini, iPod+hp 
Critics question 

Apple’s sanity 
when it debuts 

a smaller, 4GB 
iPod mini for 

$249, offering 
5 colored 

aluminum shells, 
and introduces a 
15GB $299 iPod. 
Separately, Hewlett-Packard promises 

a special blue version of the bigger 
iPod for a mid-year release. 

January 2004

iPod 4G 
Borrowing the mini’s new 

Click Wheel, Apple debuts 
the fourth-generation 

(“4G”) Pod at $299 
(20GB) and $399 (40GB), 

thinning their bodies and 
stripping pack-ins from 
the prior 3G packages.

July 17-20

iTunes 4.5 + 3M iPods 
Apple adds the Apple Lossless format to 
iTunes 4.5, as well as a WMA conversion tool 
for PCs. Within a week, Apple will sell the 3 
millionth iPod, only 4 months after selling 
the 2 millionth, and critics will slowly begin 
to turn against cheaper, harder-to-use 
competitors.
April 28

iTunes 4.6 + EU iTunes Music Stores 
Version 4.6 adds AirTunes, for AirPort 
Express wireless access to iTunes music. 
Apple launches three European iTunes 
Music Stores, too: France, Germany, and the 
United Kingdom collectively sell 800,000 
songs in their first week.

June 15

July 26

Motorola + Apple? 
Motorola promises that 

its next-gen phones will 
be iTunes-compatible, 

without specifics.

iTMS: 100m Sold 
iTunes becomes the first digital music store 
to sell 100 million songs.

July 11

Real’s Harmony 
RealNetworks releases Harmony, enabling 
songs sold by Real to be played on iPods 
without Apple’s permission. Apple blasts 
Real and implicitly threatens a suit.

July 26
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December 31, 2004

10,309,000 iPods Sold

August 27

iPod+hp Ships 
Hewlett-Packard 
starts to ship the 

“Apple iPod from HP,” 
a repackaged 4G iPod 

with new manuals and 
HP-supplied technical 

support. It does not, as initially promised, come 
in blue; it’s Apple-identical white. Separately, HP 
also announces an iPod-compatible printer and 
“printable tattoos” to cover the bodies of iPods.

Apple Thinks Video 
Apple quietly begins to 
search for wireless and 

video experts to join its 
iPod division.

August 25

iPod Photo, U2 iPod 
Apple debuts a color-screened 4G iPod called iPod 

Photo ($499-$599) in 40GB and 60GB models for 
the holidays. It also launches the iPod U2 Special 

Edition ($349), a black-bodied version of the black-
and-white screened 4G iPod, signed by the four 

members of the rock band U2. The P in photo is later 
decapitalized, matching the mini and other models.

October 26

iTunes 4.7 
iTunes adds photo syncing support 
for the iPod Photo, and a search for 
duplicate songs feature to help clean 
growing libraries.

October 27

Microsoft Talks 
In launching Portable Media Centers, 
Microsoft execs go on an anti-iPod PR 
offensive, calling it unsafe and its buyers 
music thieves.

September-October

Sony Goes MP3 
Having failed to popularize ATRAC-based 
iPod rivals, Sony announces an MP3-ready 
Walkman, and plots with Warner to take 
away the iPod’s lead in digital music.

November 11

October 12-14

iPod, iTunes Rule
Four million songs are being downloaded 
from iTunes per week, and roughly 6 
million iPods have been sold. Apple sells 
over 80% of all U.S. digital music players.

iTMS Catalog hits 1m 
One million songs are now available from 
the iTunes Music Store.

August 10

2004  continued
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#1 Brand: Apple 
Apple’s U2 Silhouette ad is named smartest 
ad campaign by Business 2.0. By month’s 
end, the company is named the top global 
brand in a survey of 2,000 ad professionals.

January 25

iPod Price Drops 
Apple kills 40GB black-and-white and color iPods in 
favor of a $349 30GB iPod photo and a lower-priced 
60GB model ($449). It also introduces a $29 Camera 
Connector so that photo transfers to the color iPods 

can be done without iTunes.

February 23

“iPods” Go Color 
Color “iPods” replace 

“iPod photos” at $299 
(20GB) and $399 (60GB) 
prices. Apple also drops 

the price of the 1GB 
iPod shuffle to $129.

June 28

iTunes 4.9, Podcasts 
iTunes 4.9 adds free downloads of radio-like 
audio “podcasts” to the iTunes Music Store, 
plus iPod-ready playback.

June 28

iPod shuffle 
Sold for only $99 
(512MB) or $149 

(1GB), Apple’s 
flash-based iPod 

shuffle ditches 
a screen in favor 
of super-simple 
button controls. Within four months, Apple 

controls 58% of the flash player market.

January 11

shuffle Knocked Off,
Battery Suit Settled 

Clones of the iPod shuffle appear 
in Taiwan, and Apple settles a 

massive class action lawsuit over 
iPod battery defects.

June 2

July 6

Bush Gets iPod 
Following Queen Elizabeth II’s purchase of an iPod, 

U.S. President George Bush receives one as a gift.

2005
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September 7

mini Killed, nano 
and ROKR Debut 

Apple replaces its “most 
popular iPod”, the 

mini, with the smaller 
iPod nano (2GB/$199, 

4GB/$249), in both 
black and white color 

options. The company 
also announces a 

special edition engraved 
Harry Potter iPod, and 
Motorola’s first iTunes 

phone, ROKR E1.

HP Ends iPod Sales After replacing 
its CEO, HP abruptly stops iPod sales, 

claiming that repackaging iPods wasn’t 
a good fit with its future business plans. 

Retailers sell off stocks of 4G, mini, and 
shuffle models that were badged with HP 

logos, some released only weeks earlier.

July 29

October 12

iTunes 5.0 
iTunes 5 adds staff reviews of music, a 
streamlined look, easier search features, 
and preference menu changes.

iTunes 6 
In iTunes 6, Apple adds videos to the iTunes 
Music Store, with 5 TV shows and 2,000 
music videos sold at $1.99 each. Videos are 
320x240 pixels, and formatted for the iPod’s 
display, rather than a computer or TV. By 
month’s end, 1 million videos have been 
sold. Gifting and reader reviews are added, 
as well.

October 12

42M iPods, shuffles Sold Out 
Before the year ends, Apple announces 
sales of 30 million iPods, and notes that 
shuffles are sold out through year’s end. 
NBC joins the iTunes Music Store, too.
Strong holiday sales propel the iPod sales 
number up to 42,269,000 units.

December

Apple Can’t Patent UI 
Failing in its attempt to patent the iPod’s UI, 
Apple finds itself threatened by Creative, 
which successfully patented a key aspect of 
library navigation.

August 10

September 7

iPod (with video) 
The 5G iPod debuts, 

billed as a music player 
“with video as a bonus.” 

It features a 2.5”, 320 x 
240 screen and enough 

battery life to play 
videos for between 2 

or 3 hours, depending 
on which model 

(30GB/$299, 60GB/$399) 
you purchase. 

December 8-13

Creative, Microsoft, MTV 
Creative launches a clone of the new iPod called Zen 

Vision: M, as Microsoft and MTV work to duplicate 
iTunes with an URGE music service.

2005  continued



2010 Buyers’ Guide IPOD HISTORY

175

February 7

1GB iPod nano, Cheaper shuffles 
Via press release, Apple expands the iPod 

nano’s appeal with a $149 1GB model, and 
drops the prices of 512MB ($69) and 1GB 

($99) iPod shuffles.

iPod + FM Radio
Responding to user demands, Apple 
intros the iPod Radio Remote to add 

FM to iPods and nanos.

January 10

iPod Accessory Day 
At a “fun new products” press event, Apple 

unveils the iPod Hi-Fi, a $349 “audiophile” 
speaker system, and $99 leather cases for the 
iPod and iPod nano. Many users are shocked 

by the prices and skeptical of the accessories’ 
value, ridiculing them before release.

May 15

1B iTMS Songs 
Apple’s iTunes Music Store sells the 1 billionth 
song to Alex Ostrovsky, who wins an iMac, 10 
60GB iPods, a $10,000 iTunes credit, and his 
name on a Julliard Music School scholarship.

February 22

Nike + iPod 
The Nike + iPod Sport Kit is announced as 
a $29 iPod nano add-on, letting runners 
track their progress and hear voice prompts. 
450,000 are sold in 90 days.

May 23

iTunes Season Pass 
TV shows and sports events can now be 
purchased on discount in advance, with 
future parts downloading automatically 
as they’re released on iTunes.

March 8-14

Sandisk as #2 
The memory chip maker unexpectedly 
overtakes Sony, Creative, and others as 
the #2 U.S. MP3 player vendor, distant 
only to Apple.

February

February 28

Creative vs. Apple 
Creative and Apple sue each other 

over iPod UI patent violations.

June 6

New U2 iPod 
A video-ready 
version of the 

U2 iPod debuts, 
bundled with a U2 

video download.

April 19

PortalPlayer Out, Samsung In iPods 
Longtime iPod chip maker PortalPlayer is dumped 

by Apple for future iPods, and replaced by Samsung, 
which already supplies iPod flash memory.

Chinese Trouble 
iPod manufacturer Foxconn is exposed in a 
British tabloid for poor working conditions; 
the CEO oddly tells shareholders that Apple 
is working on a “none-touch” iPod, without 
elaborating.

June 12-20

2006
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Bye, Dell + Napster 
iPod and iTunes competitors Dell 
and Napster falter, with Dell quietly 
withdrawing from the digital music player 
market, and Napster publicly mulling a sale.August 8

“Made For Sansa” 
SanDisk announces the Made for Sansa accessory 

program, in conjunction with a handful of iPod 
accessory developers.

September 5

December 31, 2006

88,701,000 iPods Sold

September 12

iPod 5.5G, nano 2G, 
shuffle 2G Premiere, iTV/

Apple TV Shown 
Apple debuts enhanced video 

iPods with brighter screens, 
better prices and capacities 

(30GB/$249, 80GB/$349); new 
iPod nanos with five colored 

aluminum casings, better battery life, and higher 
capacities (2GB/$149, 4GB/$199, 8GB/$249); and 

one brand-new, radically smaller, metal-bodied 
iPod shuffle (1GB/$79). 

The company also 
offers an advance look 

at iTV, a device that 
wirelessly spools iTunes 

content to a TV.

iTunes 7.0; Movies & Games
$4.99 iPod games and $9.99-14.99, 
640x480 movie downloads are added to 
the renamed “iTunes Store” as iTunes 7 is 
released. iTunes additions include Cover 
Flow, a graphical browser for album and 
video cover art, and gapless audio playback.

September 12

August 4-22

U.S. Carmakers Back In-Car iPod 
Ford, GM, and Mazda announce that their 2007 

models will offer iPod-ready stereos, radically 
increasing iPod-in-car options. By year’s end, over 

70% of cars to be sold in the U.S. are claimed to be 
iPod-ready in some form or another.

Microsoft’s Zune 
Having failed to 
beat Apple with 

earlier ideas, 
Microsoft plans 
iPod and iTunes 

clones for late 2006.

July 11

Apple + Creative 
Apple and Creative settle their suits; 
Creative becomes an iPod add-on maker 
and receives $100 million from Apple, 
which tersely accepts the Zen patent, but 
will recoup some money if Creative licenses 
the patent to others.

August 23

PRODUCT (RED)
iPod nano 
The PRODUCT (RED) iPod 
nano is released, with $10 
of every red, $199 4GB 
nano purchase going to 
fight AIDS in Africa.

October 13

2006  continued
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January 30

iPod shuffle colors 
Apple adds four new colors 
(green, blue, pink, and orange) 
to the existing silver iPod shuffle, 
without changing prices.

iPhone, Apple TV Feted 
Apple announces the “revolutionary” iPhone, mixing 

a cell phone, Internet communicator, and best-of-
class widescreen video iPod. Priced at $499 (4GB) 

or $599 (8GB), and requiring an AT&T two-year 
contract, iPhone features 
an amazing 480x320 3.5” 
touchscreen display, and 

is set for a June launch. 
The renamed Apple TV 

(iTV) is set for a February 
release with a 40GB drive 

for storing media.

January

Apple TV Ships 
Delayed a month, 

Apple TV launches as 
the “DVD player for the 
21st Century,” requiring 

an extended- or high-
definition TV set and 

the purchase of video 
cables. Limited to playing back videos that were 
converted for or purchased through iTunes, the 

$299 device receives mild praise, mostly for its 
simplicity, but format support, pricing and its 

ultimate utility are widely questioned.

March 20

Jobs Fights DRM 
In an open letter on Apple’s website, 
Apple CEO Steve Jobs says that the 
company is willing to sell DRM-free music 
through the iTunes Store if labels will 
supply it, but refuses to license Apple’s 
DRM to competitors, as French lawmakers 
have been attempting to force the 
company to do.

February 6

iTunes 7.1 
Released before Apple TV, iTunes 7.1 adds 
support for streaming and synchronizing 
iTunes-playable media to the TV-ready 
device, as well as a new full-screen Cover 
Flow mode and a collection of confusing 
sorting options.

March 5

May 29 Updates Promised 
Apple promises frequent 
feature updates for Apple 
TV and the iPhone, to 
surprise and delight users.

100m iPods Sold 
Apple breaks the
100 million sales mark 
for the iPod family.

April 9

iTunes 7.2, DRM-Free 
Apple adds $1.29 iTunes Plus downloads to 

the iTunes Store, removing DRM and doubling 
the bitrate of tracks to 256Kbps. It lets users 

upgrade old tracks for 30 cents each; only 
certain labels support Plus.

April 25

Cisco + Apple 
A fight over the iPhone trademark 

is resolved, with Cisco and Apple 
sharing the name.

February 21

2007
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iPhone Dev Center opens, SDK? 
Mid-month, Apple says it will release a 
software development kit for the iPhone 
in February 2008, then 
opens a site with tips 
on creating custom 
iPhone “web apps.”

October 17-25

iPhone Dominates 
Media, Launches 
After utterly 
dominating news 
reports for the entire 
month of June, iPhone 
is launched to lines 
all across the United 
States on the 29th, 
selling 270,000 units in its first weekend, but not 
selling out at many locations. AT&T activation 
problems dog the otherwise happy event, but are 
mostly resolved two weeks later.

Apple TV Updates 
Now deemed only a 

“hobby” by Apple CEO 
Steve Jobs, Apple TV gets a 
160GB version ($399) and a 

YouTube browser.

May 30

June 29

iPhone Mea Culpa, iTunes 7.4 
Along with the new iPods, Apple releases 

iTunes 7.4, with a 99-cent ringtone creator 
for the iPhone, plus support for a new 

iTunes Wi-Fi Music Store for iPod touch 
and iPhone. CEO Steve Jobs apologizes 
for the shockingly fast iPhone price cut, 

offering a soothing $100 Apple Store 
credit to early adopters.

September 5-6

2007  continued

June-July

iTunes 7.3, #3 in U.S., 3B songs 
iTunes 7.3 is released with iPhone activation 
support, and the iTunes Store becomes the 
#3 vendor of music in the United States, 
surpassing Amazon.com despite the fact 
that it only sells digital music - a supposed 
niche. The store also reaches the 3 billion 
songs sold mark, unceremoniously.

NBC Ends iTunes Deal 
Shocking TV fans, NBC opts not to renew its 
iTunes agreement. Apple blames greed, and 
refuses to carry the network’s Fall lineup.

August 31

119,265,000 iPods sold
The number, tallying total iPod family sales 
for six years, doesn’t include 1,389,000 total 

iPhones sold through September 2007.

October 22

iPod nano, classic, touch Debut,
shuffle Recolored, iPhone price cut
A video nano 
($149/4GB, 
$199/8GB), 
renamed 
“classic” iPod 
($249/80GB, 
$349/160GB), and widescreen flash iPod 
touch ($299/8GB, $399/16GB) debut, while 
iPhone’s price is radically cut by $200 to 
spark demand, and the 4GB model is killed. 
Four new muted iPod shuffle colors replace 
January’s four, matching three from the 
similarly dimmed nano, plus purple.

September 5
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Apple Fights iPhone Unlockers 
Despite software updates from Apple, hackers 

continue to succeed in their “cat and mouse 
game” of unlocking iPhones for sale overseas, 

and “jailbreaking” them to run unauthorized 
applications. Apple threatens overseas importers 

with legal penalties of up to $1,000 per phone sold.

iPhone, iPod touch, Apple TV Software 
Updated with Major New Features

While both the iPhone and iPod touch receive 
version 1.1.3 software, adding home screen 

customization and a location finding ability for 
Maps, Apple offers touch 

owners a collection of 
previously iPhone-only 

apps such as Mail for 
$20. Apple TV software 

version 2.0 is shown, 
adding support for 

iTunes purchasing and movie rentals, while the 
hardware drops in price to $229 (40GB) or $329 
(160GB). Version 2.0 is released on February 12.

January 15

iTunes 7.6: Movie Rentals + Copies 
Following months of leaks, Apple and 
all six major movie studios debut a U.S. 
movie rental service for iTunes, offering 
$2.99-$4.99 pricing depending on the 
movie’s age and DVD or HD quality. It also 
announces iTunes Digital Copy, which 
lets buyers of certain Fox movies transfer 
iTunes-ready, DRM-protected versions.

January 15

December 7

Apple Adds Pink 8GB nano
A lighter pink 8GB iPod nano is 

released as a sixth “Spring” color 
or Valentine’s Day gift for the 

standard $199 price.

January 22

2007  continued

November 16

Carmack Critizes iGaming Strategy
Following numerous comments from 
developers skeptical of Apple’s still-cloudy 
plans for iPhone software, famed game 
programmer John Carmack, maker of Doom 
and Quake, describes Apple’s closed game 
development strategy for iPods as “horrible,” 
noting that he personally told Steve Jobs 
not to repeat the mistakes with iPhone 
gaming, but isn’t optimistic.

141.365m iPods, 3.7m iPhones sold
Apple’s strongest quarter in history adds 
22.1 million iPods and over 2.3 million 
iPhones to the tallies. Reports suggest 
up to 1/3 of iPhones are purchased to be 
unlocked; Apple cites strong global interest.

January 22

iPhone Hits UK, Germany, France 
Following September and October announcements, 

O2 (UK) and T-Mobile (Germany) become exclusive 
iPhone service providers on November 9, with 
France’s Orange joining on the 29th. Sales are 

respectible but not fantastic, and by December, O2’s 
CEO is already talking about a “3G iPhone” for 2008.

November 9-29
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iTunes Store #2 Music Retailer in U.S.
Stunning those who believed physical CD sales to 
be considerably stronger than digital downloads, 

the iTunes Store becomes #2 in 
U.S. music sales, trailing only Wal-

Mart. One week earlier, Apple took 
steps to shut down developers 
of the Hymn Project, software 

that stripped DRM off of iTunes-
purchased music.

16GB iPhone, 32GB touch Added
Via press release, Apple debuts a $499 16GB iPhone 
and a $499 32GB iPod touch, with the touch selling 
in Europe at a slightly lower price than the iPhone.

February 5

Ireland, Austria Get iPhone, Supplies Low
As the U.K.’s O2 and Germany’s T-Mobile expand 
iPhone sales to Ireland and Austria, respectively, 
stocks of 16GB iPhones begin to dry up in other 

countries, with replacements expected around May.

March 14

Apple buys chipmaker P.A. Semi
Without explaining its intentions, Apple 
confirms that it has agreed to purchase a 
maker of low-power CPUs; later, it says the 
chips are for future iPods + iPhones.

April

February 20-26

152m iPods, 5.4m iPhones Sold
Reflecting slowing sales growth, Apple announces 
sales of 10.6 million iPods and 1.7 million iPhones 

during the prior quarter.

April 23

2008  continued

February 19

iPod shuffle 1GB drops, 2GB debuts 
Marking a historically low entry point for 
the iPod family, the 1GB iPod shuffle drops 
in price to $49, while a new 2GB model is 
added for $69, both in the same five colors. 
The 2GB model hits stores in early March.

Apple Holds iPhone SDK Event
Instead of releasing an iPhone software 
development kit in February, Apple in 
March debuts a free beta kit and a $99 
developer program, initially for select U.S. 
applicants only. All iPhone software will 
be distributed through iTunes, starting in 
June, with iPhone/iPod touch 2.0 software 
required. Early games and apps are shown. 
Developers, including John Carmack, offer 
praise for the plans, with some reservations; 

the kit hits 100,000 
downloads in 4 days. Eight 
days later, Apple angers 
developers by sending out 
mass rejection letters to 
program applicants, later 
blaming high demand.

March 6

Apple Welcomes Int’l Developers
Two months after allowing U.S. developers 
into its iPhone SDK program, Apple allows 
select international developers to join, too.

May 5

iTunes Store #1 U.S. Music Retailer; 
AT&T Hints 3G iPhone “in Months”

Less than two months after becoming the #2 
U.S. vendor of music, the iTunes Store surpasses 
Wal-Mart to become #1 after less than five years 
in business. As supplies of 8GB iPhones become 

scarce, AT&T Mobility’s CEO suggests that a 3G 
iPhone is coming “in months,” as sources indicate 

the iPhone will be replaced rather than kept around. 
By early May, US and UK stocks have been depleted.

April 3

iPhone Patented
A 371-page filing attempts to cover the entire UI.

May 29










































